Doug Goodkin

1252 Second Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94122
Good‘dnclg_@ao‘.oom

To Whom It Mag Concern:

tisa Plcasurc to write this letter of recommendation for Michael Smolens
and his carPlag Jauquintct. Michael complcbccl both the Orff schulwerk
Level I training at Mills Co“cgc and my Jazz and Orff schulwerk Course. it
was humbling for me to teach such an accomplishcd musician, but 1 believe
both cxpcricnccs hc\Pcd sharpcn his intuitive sense of how to involve
children (and adults) in musio-maldng inaway that has carried over in his
concert lecture demonstrations. Michael returned twice to myjazz course
to Prwcnt his ensembles and was cnthusiasﬁca“y received both times.

The greatest sh'cngth of his Prcscntation is the quality of the music itself.
The group consists of cxh'cm'elg talented musicians Playing awide variety
of intriguing instruments in an equa“g wide variety of stglcs. His recent
show also includes a mesmerizing blend of music, poetry and magjc. Michael
and all of his musicians are articulate about their instruments, the s’cy‘cs
thcy Plag, the cultural baclcground that informs the picccs and the very
process of Playingtog,cﬂncr. This makes for an engaging and informative
cxpcricncc for children and adults alike.

In an educational climate in which many children have little or no contact
with the arts, cxpcricnces like this can open doors for a child and changc
his or her life. 1 give it my strongest recommendation.

Sinocrc‘g yours,
Doug Goodkin: Author, f:clucator, Orff schulwerk teacher



